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Jack, a 34 year old independent contractor, recently married 29 year old Rose who has an 11 year old 
daughter, Carrie.  Jack works out of the house and Rose is employed part time as a waitress.  
Experiencing business setbacks, Jack began drinking more than usual to reduce this added stress. As 
a result, Rose was forced to increase her work schedule to help provide for the loss of income.  Jack 
began spending more time alone with Carrie helping her with her homework and taking her to her 
basketball games.  On Carrie’s 12th birthday, Jack took her out for dinner and presented her with a 
beautiful birthstone ring.  Jack continually complimented her intelligence, athleticism and 
attractiveness. Carrie enjoyed the attention and began dressing in increasingly suggestive clothing 
whenever she was going to be alone with Jack. Carrie has on occasion left the bathroom door slightly 
ajar when she was showering allowing Jack the opportunity to see her. 

After drinking excessively, Jack walked into Carrie’s bedroom one night telling her that Rose called to 
say that she would not be home for three more hours.  Jack told Carrie how much he loved her and 
the two began a six month sexual relationship having sexual intercourse on about 20 to 25 occasions. 

Rose discovered love letters from both Jack and Carrie confirming the sexual encounters.  Carrie was 
confronted by Rose and eventually admitted the relationship, however Jack denied any involvement 
and suggested that the letters were simply fantasy, not reality.  Jack displayed deceptive behavior 
when interviewed by the authorities and was subsequently interrogated. 

Since most subjects rationalize and minimize their behavior, interrogation themes should focus on 
Jack’s moral excuses for his behavior. In the Reid Technique of the Nine Steps of Interrogation, Step 
2, Theme Development, accomplishes this by selecting and developing Jack’s justification as well as 
minimizing the moral seriousness of his behavior.  The themes do not relieve the subject of legal 
responsibility but serve to psychologically excuse or minimize his behavior. 

An important procedure for the investigator to follow prior to any interrogation is to select at least five 
reasons why the subject may have justified committing the act and five ways that the interrogator can 
minimize the subject’s behavior.  Usually the themes will be based on the information that was 
developed from the case facts, evidence, victim statements, and statements made by the subject 
during the interview as well as any information learned from prior similar cases.  

In this case, the most appropriate interrogation themes for Jack are the following*:  

Blame Carrie for: 

• Dressing seductively  
• Being flirtatious – testing her sexuality  
• Being physically attractive  
• Behaving more emotionally mature  
• Taking advantage of Jack when he was emotionally vulnerable  
• Taking advantage of Jack after he had too much to drink  
• Allowing Jack to be in compromising situations – sitting in bed with her  
• Not resisting Jack’s behavior  
• Allowing the relationship to escalate  
• Intentionally allowing Jack to see her showering  



 

Blame Rose for:  

• Not spending time with Carrie or instilling proper morals or social values  
• Not spending time together with both Jack and Carrie – to better define a family union  
• Not being attentive to Jack’s sexual needs  
• Not correcting or observing Carrie’s flirtatious behavior  
• Carrie’s father for not being present to instill morals to Carrie  

Blame outside factors: 

• Stress – resulting from the loss of business  
• Alcohol – causing Jack to act out of character  
• Poor judgment  
• The unusual circumstances of the marriage – having to live with an attractive young girl  
• Being sexually touched as a minor (be prepared to change this theme if the subject shows 

distain)  

Minimize Jack’s behavior by: 

• Suggesting that this was the first time he has done something like this (Jack may have 
engaged in this behavior with other children but our goal is to obtain the truth about this 
issue)  

• Suggesting that his intent was sincere – expressing his love for Carrie versus just having sex  
• Contrasting just 30 sexual encounters versus hundreds  
• Understanding the frustration caused by not having sexual relations for the first year of the 

marriage to Rose  
• Complimenting him for not videotaping the acts and selling it  
• Complimenting him for not forcing Carrie to perform deviant sexual acts  
• Contrasting marrying Rose because he loved her versus just wanting to have sex with Carrie  
• Acting spontaneously in the heat of passion as opposed to him planning it out  
• Complimenting him for not wanting to divorce Rose and marry Carrie, but  wanting to make 

the marriage work  
• Contrasting having sex with a step child versus a father having sex with his natural daughter  

*Not all of these themes need to be incorporated into the interrogation.  If the subject appears to 
accept a few of the themes, then developing others may not be necessary.  However, if the subject 
rejects many of the themes, then additional themes will need to be introduced until the subject 
reaches a state of acceptance. It is for this reason that the investigator invests time in selecting 
several themes prior to the interrogation. 

 

Example Dialogue:  

• “Jack, the results of our investigation clearly indicate that you have had sexual relations with 
Carrie.  After talking to you, Carrie and Rose, as well as viewing all of the evidence we know 
the relationship occurred.   

• “The reason I am talking to you, however, is to clarify a few things.  You see, Jack, as you well 
know there are some men who act as human predators that marry women simply to take 
sexual advantage of their children.  That is certainly one of our concerns, whether or not you 
married Rose with the intent of taking sexual liberties with Carrie.  I’d like to think that was 
not the case but only you know the truth.  What I think is that you were thrust into a 
readymade relationship with a woman and a very attractive, sexually promiscuous daughter.  I 



know Carrie flirted with you and you were confused about your role as an instant husband and 
father. I don’t think you are a sexual predator; I think you’re a good guy that simply made an 
emotional decision without thinking about the complications developing. Why?  Because as I 
said it all started out so innocently by spending quality time with Carrie and as time went by 
an emotional bond developed that you could not control.  

• “Your business was having difficulties, you began to drink more than you should and you were 
under a great deal of stress. Combine that with the fact that Rose had to increase her work 
hours, spending less time with you causing you to become closer to Carrie.  Carrie then began 
to become more than flirtatious, dressing very provocatively and testing her own sexuality.  
Before you realized the two of you became much closer.  You see Jack, I don’t think you 
forced Carrie in any way to have sex, in fact, I think she seduced you in a weak moment after 
you had been drinking.  I think that you would agree that you used poor judgment and now 
wish you had never done this, right?  

• “Look Jack, I talked to Carrie and she is a very bright, extremely attractive and emotionally 
mature young woman who looks and acts much older than 12.  I can see how you were 
attracted to her especially since Rose was neglecting her responsibilities to both Carrie and 
yourself.  Had Rose been home more, like she should have been, this thing would never have 
happened.  I am convinced that you did not force her to do anything she didn’t want to do, 
particularly since she freely allowed you not only into her bedroom, but enjoyed having you sit 
on her bed spending time with you.  I think in a weak moment, using poor judgment, this 
thing happened.  What I am concerned with Jack, is she being truthful that the relationships 
were only over the last six months and not for the entire two years of your marriage.  Another 
factor to consider is the sexual relationships you had.  If you only had relations a couple dozen 
times and not hundreds of times then that tells me that it probably was only over just the last 
six months and not the last two years.  It was only over the last six months, right Jack?”  

Themes are designed to obtain the initial admission of Jack acknowledging a six month period in which 
he engaged in sexual intercourse approximately two dozen times with Carrie.  Once he acknowledges 
this, he should be asked to recount as many specific times and locations where the acts took place.  
The letters between Jack and Carrie could be introduced to have Jack further confirm the specifics of 
their sexual activities.  Following the corroboration, Jack’s oral admissions should be transformed into 
a written statement. 

Louis C. Senese is vice president of John E. Reid and Associates.  For more information on the possible 
themes that can be used on dozens of other types of criminal acts visit www.reid.com, go to the store 
and look for the book, Anatomy of Interrogation Themes by Louis C. Senese. 
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